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A Word From The Chairman 
I hope everyone has enjoyed a relaxing and peaceful Christmas 
and would like to take the opportunity of wishing you all a happy 
and prosperous new year. Also, my thanks to everyone who 
contributed anything to Canterbury Players during 2007, no matter 
how small it was, I am very grateful.  
 
Roger Finn 
 
 

Another Success! 
We should make no apologies for 
congratulating ourselves on the success of 
our most recent production; Cat’s Cradle by 
Leslie Sands. All the audiences enjoyed it, the 
Mayor enjoyed it, the cast and crew enjoyed 
the preparation and performing, and we 
received favourable reviews from two 
members of the press.  On top of all that, 
there was even a small surplus after all 

expenses.  This letter from Cllr. Bernard Sharp, Mayor Of Trafford, 
says it all. 
 

 
 

At the end of each night’s performance we collected, from the 
audience, a simple questionnaire which sought to ascertain how 
effective our publicity activities had been and guide us as to what 
we should do different next time, if anything. 196 forms were 
completed over the 4 nights (approx 65%) and here are results: 
 

I am a member of the society 5.6% 
I have a friend or relative in the society 66.3% 
I saw the advert in the Messenger newspaper 7.7% 
I saw a poster in a shop window 3.6% 
I saw a poster in a house or car window 5.1% 
I saw a poster on a public notice board 2.0% 
From the Canterbury Players website 0.0% 
Other 9.7% 

 
It’s obvious, and no real surprise, that the great majority of our 
audiences comprise family and friends of members.  We’ve come 
to no firm conclusions other than we’ll probably do something more 
with posters next time because over 10% indicated that they had 
seen one in various places.  
 
Finally, on Cat’s Cradle, if anyone still has a script, please hand it to 
Heather for collation and storage. Thanks. 
 
 

Our Next Production 
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We have chosen our next production which is to be Blithe Spirit  by 
Noel Coward . This is a classic comedy drama which was made 
into a very popular film in 1945 starring Rex Harrison and Margaret 
Rutherford. Those with long memories will remember how good our 
own production was 20 years ago, so we’re hoping this one will be 
just as good.  
 

URGENT 
Members who would like to audition 
for a part in this play must contact 
Jonathan Coupe on 07760 167573 
urgently. 

CALL NOW  
 
 
Subject to copyright permission being granted, performances will 
be from Wednesday 5th March until Saturday 8th March 2008 at 
Brook Road Methodist Church, Flixton.  
 
As usual, we encourage members to purchase their tickets in 
advance using the enclosed Priority Booking Form. Please send it 
before Friday 22nd February 2008 with a cheque, made payable to 
Canterbury Players , for the full amount, to the ticket secretary. 
You can use the form to reserve up to 6 priority seats plus any 
additional seats if required. Paying in advance greatly assists us 
especially in reducing the congestion at the door on the night. 
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Recent Committee Meeting 
The following matters were decided at 
the recent committee meeting held on 
27th November 2007. 
 
Members’ Draw 
 
Cheques have been sent to the winners 
of the first members’ draw this season, 
who were Diane Cornes (1st prize of 

£25), Christine Adams (2nd prize of £15) and Matthew Fox (3rd prize 
of £5). The second draw will be held in the Spring. 
 
 
Interval Refreshments 

 
Following numerous requests from 
various sources, we will re-introduce tea 
in addition to coffee and orange juice 
during the interval.  
 
You can’t beat a nice cup of tea and a sit 
down! 

 
 
Donation to Urmston Musical Theatre 
 
It was decided that we would make a donation to Urmston Musical 
Theatre in recognition and thanks for allowing us to use their 
facilities during the construction of the set. A cheque for £100 and a 
letter of thanks has been sent to Alan Pickwick, their treasurer. 
 
 
Member Profiles 
 

In a near future edition of the 
Canterbury Players Newsletter , we are 
planning to start a regular feature called 
Member Profiles.  In each edition, the 
feature will focus on a member of the 
society (past or present) and will include 
a photo and a few lines about the 
individual concerned. We’re sure this will 
be of great interest to all members and 
we’ll also publish the articles on our 
website. Sounds great doesn’t it? But, 

we need a volunteer  or two from the general membership to 
undertake this task. The person(s) concerned would need to do the 
following: 
 
·  interview the potential subject (or their family if the subject is 

deceased) to obtain permission and gather interesting and 
accurate information 

·  obtain, or take, a good portrait-style photo 
·  compose a few lines of text 
·  allow the subject to see and approve the finished article before 

publication 
·  forward the article and photo by email for inclusion in the 

newsletter and the website 
 
If anyone is interested in taking on this task, please come forward.  
 
 
Mailing List 

 
We intend to compile a mailing list to 
include those who are not members or 
patrons or connected to the society in 
any way. The sole purpose will be so we 
can advise members of the public of the 
details of an imminent production. 
Included with the notification will be a 
Ticket Booking Form which we hope will 
increase the number of pre-paid ticket 

sales. To keep costs to the minimum, we’ll use second class post 
and email wherever possible.  

 
Raffle Prizes 
 

There will be one major prize and 
perhaps 2 or 3 minor ones in the interval 
raffle at the next play. As an experiment, 
theses prizes will be bought by the 
society but we would welcome cash 
contributions from members towards the 
cost instead of small gifts. So, for the 
time being at least, thanks, but we don’t 
need any contributions of raffle prizes. 

Let’s hope that having a more valuable main prize will increase 
ticket sales.  
 
 
Members And Patrons 
 
Starting now but with effect from the start of the next season, i.e. 1st 
July 2008, we wish to invite members of the public to become 
Patrons  of our society. Those agreeing will be asked to pay £10 
per year and in exchange they will receive our newsletters, 
advance ticket booking forms and invitations to fundraising and 
certain social events. It is hoped that existing members will invite 
their friends, family, employers, employees, neighbours etc to 
become patrons. Starting with the first programme next season, 
we’ll print their names in our List Of Patrons  and List Of Members  
section. The List Of Members will be printed in the next programme 
and both lists will be printed in all programmes after that. 
 
You’ll realise that the yearly subscription is the same as that for 
members but the main difference is that members  usually 
participate in some way in the activities of the society and its 
productions, whereas patrons  will take more of a “back seat” and, 
we hope, will support us mainly out of interest. The following table 
summarises the differences. 
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can attend and have voting rights at the AGM ��� �   

usually participate in some way in the activities of the 
society and its productions 

 
��� �  

 

eligible to be included in the annual members’ cash 
prize draw 

 
��� �  

 

invited to participate at all social and fundraising events, 
such as trips, BBQs, quizzes etc. 

 
��� �  

 

ticket booking form (priority) ��� �   
ticket booking form (standard)  ��� �  
receive newsletters several times a year ��� �  ��� �  
invited to participate at some social or fundraising 
events 

 
��� �  

 
��� �  

subscription is £10 per person, due on 1st July each 
year 

 
��� �  

 
��� �  

individual’s name (or business name) printed in the List 
Of Members and List Of Patrons sections in play 
programmes 

 
��� �  

 
��� �  

 
There’s a Members And Patrons Application Form  enclosed with 
this newsletter for members to present to anyone who might be 
interested in becoming a member or a patron of Canterbury 
Players.  
 
If anyone has any observations that they would like to make on the 
new Patrons  initiative, please contact a member of the committee. 
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Quiz Night 
We will be holding our first social and 
fundraising event of the new year in 
January when there’ll be a quiz night at 
Flixton Conservative Club on Friday 25th 
January 2008.  
 
Tickets are £5 for a team of 2 or £10 for 
a team of 4. To take part and register 
your team, please contact Sue Carlson 
on 0161 747 3147. 
 

 
 
 

From The Photo Archive 
Another random dip into our photo archive produced this one from 
1953.  There are now over 200 images in our online scrapbook 
including photos, programmes and cuttings dating back to the 
1950s.  
 

 
 
 
 

Diary Dates 
17th to 19th January 2008 
 HATS Theatre Group (Stretford) 
 “Last Tango In Whitby” by Mike Harding 
 
19th to 26th January 2008 

Farnworth Little Theatre 
“Funny Money” by Ray Cooney 

 
23rd to 26th January 2008 

Priestley Players  (Swinton) 
“Who Dies Wins” by Seymour Matthews 

 
12th to 16th February 2008 

Urmston Musical Theatre 
“Snow White” 

 
5th to 8th March 2008 

Canterbury Players 
“Blithe Spirit” by  Noel Coward 

 
23rd to 26th April 2008 

Priestley Players 
“Good old Summertime” by Leslie Sands 
 

 

 

Visit Our Website 
Visit the Canterbury Players website 
which has just had a bit of a make-over. 
We continue to seek contributions for our 
scrapbook section, so if you have 
anything of interest to add, please get in 
touch. 
 
 

 
www.davyhulme.net/canterburyplayers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enclosed with this newsletter there should be: 
 
·  a Priority Booking Form 
·  a Members And Patrons Application Form 
 
Please contact the secretary if you need any additional forms. 
 
 

 


